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West Springfield 

1.  NAME OF MUNICIPALITY(IES)/GOVERNMENT ENTITY(IES)/DISTRICT(s) 

 

Mayor’s Office 

2.  DEPARTMENT RECEIVING FUNDS 

 

Sharon Wilcox, Chief Financial Officer and Town Accountant 

3.  LEAD APPLICANT - NAME AND TITLE OF INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBLE FOR HANDLING OF FUNDS 
(CONTRACT MANAGER) 

 

26 Central Street, West Springfield, MA 01089 

4.  ADDRESS OF INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBLE FOR HANDLING OF FUNDS (CONTRACT MANAGER)  

 

(413) 263-3025  swilcox@townofwestspringfield.org 

5.  PHONE # AND EMAIL ADDRESS OF INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBLE FOR HANDLING OF FUNDS 
(CONTRACT MANAGER) 

 

Not Applicable 

6.  NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION OF JOINT APPLICANTS - MUNICIPALITIES /GOVERNMENT 
ENTITIES/DISTRICTS 

 

William Reichelt, Mayor 

7.  NAME AND TITLE OF INDIVIDUAL(S) AUTHORIZED TO COMMIT FUNDS ON BEHALF 
OFMUNICIPALITY(IES)/GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY(IES) 

 

26 Central Street, West Springfield, MA 01089 

8.  ADDRESS OF INDIVIDUAL(S) AUTHORIZED TO COMMIT FUNDS ON BEHALF OF 
MUNICIPALITY(IES)/GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY(IES) 

 (413) 263-3041 wreichelt@townofwestspringfield.org 

9.  PHONE #, EMAIL, AND ADDRESS OF INDIVIDUAL(S) AUTHORIZED TO COMMIT FUNDS ON BEHALF 
OF MUNICIPALITY(IES)/GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY(IES) 

 

MGM Springfield 

10.  NAME OF GAMING LICENSEE 

  

2019Transportation Planning Grant Application 

BD-19-1068-1068C-1068L-33629  
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1. IMPACT DESCRIPTION 

Please describe in detail the transportation related impact that is attributed to the construction or 
operation of a gaming facility.  Please provide support for the determination that the construction or 
operation of the gaming facility caused, is causing or may cause the impact. 

The transportation impacts attributed to the operation of the gaming 

facility is increased bicycle and pedestrian activity.  As part of the 

MEPA finding, Transportation Demand Management strategies were 

implemented at and in the vicinity of the casino that will support 

bicycle and pedestrian modes of transportation.  A very robust 

network of bicycle and pedestrian enhancements were implemented at 

and surrounding the Casino last year prior to the opening.   This 

project will provide a means to support these modes of 

transportation, enhance their visibility and usage with an 

emphasis on bicycling.  Funds from this grant will be used for the 

Town’s contribution and entrance into the Pioneer Valley Bike 

Share Program.  It will enhance the 9 bicycle station within the 

MGM resort and numerous stations in the immediate area of the 

resort. 

 

This type of project will support Complete Streets efforts in the 

Town of West Springfield, City of Springfield as well as other 

parts of the Pioneer Valley Region.  This type of mitigation 

measure is relatively new (started in 2018).  Therefore, this was 

an unforeseen transportation measure that the Town wasn’t able to 

plan for during the MEPA process.  This project will support 

achieving bicycle/pedestrian mode share targets identified in the 

MEPA certificate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2019 TRANSPORTATION PLANNING GRANT APPLICATION  
BD-19-1068-1068C-1068L-33629 
Page 3 
 

2. PROPOSED USE OF TRANSPORTATION PLANNING FUND 

The Town of West Springfield will utilize the funding for 

planning, design/build and entrance into the ValleyBike Share 

Program.  The existing ValleyBike Share network consists of 5 

communities and the University of Massachusetts.  The City of 

Springfield is part of the system with numerous stations in the 

City as well as one at the MGM Casino Resort.  There will be a 9 

community (one of which is West Springfield) project proposal for 

expansion of the ValleyBike Share network this year.  The project 

will be requesting the use of Congestion Mitigation and Air 

Quality (CMAQ) funds to cover the majority of the project costs. 

The current intent is to have the project in the FFY 2020-2024 

TIP.  Funds from the CMAQ program are what were used for its 

startup.  West Springfield would have two bicycle stations as 

part of the TIP project. The community participation (match) will 

be the bicycle station pads and electrical services.   There are 

currently two stations per community as part of the CMAQ project.  

The Town’s contribution to project is the planning, design/build 

of the bicycle station platforms and associated electric service 

for the bicycles, docking stations and kiosk.  Funds would be 

used for the design/build of these stations so they are in place 

for when the CMAQ project begins.  In addition to this the Town 

would like to add a third station to supplement the two. Funds 

would also be used for the planning, design/build of the station 

as well as the purchase of the bicycles, charging stations and 

kiosk.  This third station would be implemented during or prior 

to the CMAQ project. All stations will be sited on municipal 

property. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  PROPOSED MITIGATION (Please attach additional sheets/supplemental materials if 
necessary.) 
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a)  Please identify the amount of funding requested. 

The total amount of funding requested is $83,400.00  The breakdown of this is as follows: 
 
Location 1 – Concrete Pad and Electrical $ 4,900.00 
 
Location 2 – Concrete Pad and Electrical Charging Station, 
Kiosk , Bicycles And Misc. $ 73,000.00 
 
Location 3 – Concrete Pad, Electrical, $ 5,500.00 
 
Attached in Appendix A are the detailed cost estimate breakdowns. 
 
 

 

b)  Please identify below the manner in which the funds are proposed to be used.   
 
The funds will be used to plan design/build three bicycle station pads 

and install electrical service to them to support the ValleyBike Share 

system.  This will be done by private vendors hired by the Town or a 

combination of private contractors and municipal staff. Hardware and 

bicycles will be purchased for station 2 from a vendor that supplies 

hardware and bicycles for the regional system.  Stations 1 and 3 will be 

the municipal contribution to the BikeShare Expansion proposal for the 

use of CMAQ funding. Station 2 will be done independent of the CMAQ 

proposal. 

 

 

c)  Please provide documentation (e.g. - invoices, proposals, estimates, etc.) adequate for the 
Commission to ensure that the funds will be used for the cost of mitigating the impact from the 
construction of a proposed gaming establishment.   

 
Appendix B is a letter dated January 31, 2019 from Mayor William C. 

Reichelt to the Pioneer Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 

supporting and committing to the Bike Share project.  Appendix A is an 

estimated cost breakdown of how the funds will be used. 
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d)  Please describe how the mitigation request will address the specific impact indicated.   

 
This project will support the Transportation Demand Management measures 

implemented by the development for bicycle modes of travel.  The electric 

assisted bicycles will open up a transportation option to a large 

population that may not have access to bicycles.  These stations are 

sited within an environmental justice area. There is a population of 

approximately 2,200 people within a quarter mile and 5,000 people within 

a half mile of the stations.  There are extensive sidewalk networks for 

these people to walk from their residence to the bicycles. 

 

The travel routes between the MGM Casino BikeShare stations and these 

proposed stations ranges from 1.1 to 2.5 miles.  These short distances 

are ideal for the use of these bicycles.  Appendix C is a map depicting 

the proposed locations and potential travel routes to/from the casino 

for patrons and employees.  Appendix D contains excerpts from the 

transportation mitigation plans for the casino development as well as 

pictures of the improvements in place.  These bicycles will have the 

opportunity to utilize this new infrastructure and reduce the vehicular 

traffic on the roadway.  It is anticipated that the visibility of these 

bicycles being used will help encourage other people to try and utilize 

this mode of transportation as well as the new infrastructure surrounding 

the casino. 

 

 

 

4. CONNECTION TO GAMING FACILITY 

Please provide specificity/evidence that the requested funds will be used to address issues or impacts 
directly related to the gaming facility. 
 

As noted in Section 3 d), the proposed bicycle stations are 

between 1.1 to 2.5 miles from the Casino. These bicycles will be 

able to utilize the roadway improvements installed by the casino 

development and have a direct connection to the ValleyBike Share 

Station in the courtyard of the MGM casino.  Station 1 will be 

located on Park Street at the westerly limit of a new complete 

streets design utilizing funds from the 2018 Community Mitigation 

Program.  This project will improve the roadway infrastructure on 

one of the primary travel routes to/from the casino.  Station 3 

will be located on the eastern end of Memorial Avenue which is 

part of the Memorial Avenue Complete Streets project (State 

Project # 608374).  This project will also improve bicycle 

connections to/from the MGM casino.  Station 2 will be located on 

Main Street between Park Street and Memorial Avenue.  Therefore, 

both of the previously mentioned designs will support this 

station as well.  Appendix C is a map depicting this. 
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5. IMPACT CONTROLS/ADMINISTRATION OF IMPACT FUNDS 

Please provide detail regarding the controls that will be used to ensure that funds will only be used to 
plan to address the specific impact.  If non-governmental entities will receive any funds, please 
describe what reporting will be required and how the applicant will remedy any misuse of funds. 
All funds received from this grant will be used exclusively on 

the ValleyBike Share project described in this application only. 

When awarded the grant, copies of any contracts, agreements and 

invoices between the Town and any agencies can be provided to the 

Gaming Commission as well as a copy of the purchase order 

documenting the use of the grant and Town funds used on the 

project.  The funds will be retained in a grant account, pursuant 

to G.L. c.44, section 53A, and could only be expended for the 

purposes stated herein and in the grant. 

 

 

 

 

 

6. CONSULTATION WITH REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY (RPA)/NEARBY COMMUNITIES 

Please provide details about the Applicant’s consultation with the Regional Planning Agency serving 
the community andnearby communities to determine the potential for cooperative regional efforts 
regarding planning activities. 
Appendix B contains the January 31, 2019 letter to the Pioneer 

Valley MPO in support of and commitment to the ValleyBike Share 

system.  The Pioneer Valley Planning Commission is a partner of 

the system. 

 

 

 

 

 

7. MATCHING FUNDS FROM GOVERNMENTAL OR OTHER ENTITY 

Please demonstrate that the governmental or other entity will provide significant funding to match or 
partially match the assistance required from the Community Mitigation Fund.  Please provide detail 
on what your community will contribute to the planning projects such as in-kind services or planning 
funds. 
The Town of West Springfield is committed to implementing this 

project.  Municipal staff will provide services to assist in the 

planning, design/build process.  Any costs that exceed the 

requested amounts will be supplemented and paid for by the Town 

of West Springfield. 
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8. RELEVANT EXCERPTS FROM HOST ORSURROUNDING COMMUNITY AGREEMENTS 
AND MASSACHUSETTS ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (MEPA”) DECISION 

 

a)   Please describe and include excerpts regarding the transportation impact and potential 
mitigation from any relevant sections of any Host or Surrounding Community Agreement. 

The surrounding community agreement did not include provision for  

ValleyBike Share since it wasn’t a project at the time.  ValleyBike Share 

only recently was funded and began operating in 2018.  The two primary 

travel routes to/from the casino through West Springfield will be 

utilized by these bicycles. The project supports the bicycle 

infrastructure system. Appendix F contains relevant excerpts from the 

Casino Development impact report and MEPA Certificate. 
 
 

 

b)  Please provide a demonstration that such mitigation measure is not already required to be 
completed by the licensee pursuant to any regulatory requirements or pursuant to any 
agreements between such licensee and applicant. 

 

ValleyBike Share recently launched in June of 2018.  This program was 

only funded in recent years after mitigation for the casino was 

solidified. 

 

 

c)  Please also briefly summarize and/or provide page references to the most relevant language 
included in the most relevant MEPA certificate(s) or comment(s) submitted by the community to 
MEPA. 

 

See Appendix F contains relevant excerpts from the December 31, 2014, 

MEPA Certificate. 

 

Pages 14 and 15 Bicycle and Pedestrian Infrastructure. 

 

Page 21 Transportation Demand Management Mode Share Targets (Bicycle and 

Pedestrian) 
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d)  Please explain how this transportation impact was either anticipated or not anticipated in that 
Agreement or such MEPA decision. 

ValleyBike Share didn’t exist at the time of the MEPA decision or when 

the host agreement was executed.  As previously mentioned ValleyBike 

Share was only recently launched in 2018 and added into the final stages 

of the casino construction.  Therefore, this enhancement to the casino 

mitigation measures could not have been anticipated years ago. 
 
 

 

e)  If transportation planning funds are sought for mitigation not required under MEPA, please 
provide justification why funding should be utilized to plan for such mitigation.  For example, a 
community could provide information on the significance of potential impacts if trip 
generation totals exceed projected estimates.   

This project will support the mitigation measures at and in proximity of 

the casino.  Additional bicycle usage will help the MGM Casino achieve 

it’s mode share targets for bicycle and pedestrian usage.  The Town has 

complete streets mitigation projects under design which will enhance the 

infrastructure for these bicycles.  

 
 

 

No Community is eligible for more than one 
Transportation Regional Planning Incentive Award. 
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CERTIFICATION BY MUNICIPALITY/GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY 

On behalf of the aforementioned municipality/governmental entity I hereby certify that the funds 
that are requested in this application will be used solely for the purposes articulated in this 
Application.   

 
 
William C. Reichelt, Mayor 

 (signature page uploaded)                                                  2/1/2019 

Signature(s) of Responsible Municipal 
Official(s)/Governmental Entity(ies) 

 Date 
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