
Torrisi, Carrie 

Subject: FW: Penn Entertainment/Dave Portnoy/Barstool Threats and Intimidation 

Attachments: Portnoy Im coming for his throat 1182021.m4a; Portnoy Murchison His Time Will Come 

1192021.m4a; Portnoy I am going to threaten them today Your dead 11122021.m4a 

From: Bob Murchison > 

Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2022 2:24 PM 

To: Wells, Karen <karen.wells@massgaming.gov> 

Cc: Judd-Stein, Cathy <cathy.judd-stein@massgaming.gov>; O'Brien, Eileen M.<eileen.obrien@massgaming.gov>; Hill, 

Bradford <bradford.hill@massgaming.gov>; Skinner, Nakisha <nakisha.skinner@massgaming.gov>; Maynard, Jordan 

<jordan.maynard@massgaming.gov>; MGCcomments <MGCcomments@massgaming.gov>; Lillios, Loretta 

<loretta.lillios@massgaming.gov> 

Subject: Penn Entertainment/Dave Portnoy/Barstool Threats and Intimidation 

You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important 

Ms. Wells, 

I am reaching out because you indicated in the media recently that you were 

conducting a review of Dave Portnoy and Barstool Sportsbook/Penn 

Entertainment. I strongly oppose any licensing of Penn Entertainment in the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

While my story is quite different than the young women quoted in recent articles 

about Portnoy, it may also be relevant to Penn's "responsibilities as a licensee". 

Over the past several years, I have been a private, but outspoken critic of Barstool 

Sports content. I have been concerned that some of their media content includes 

bullying of vulnerable populations and hurtful portrayals of Black people and 

women. I have therefore reached out to various sponsors to provide specific 

content for their review. My intent is to make them aware of the content, and I 

am always courteous and respectful in my email communications and never 

threaten to do anything. 

Unfortunately, employees of Barstool Sports reacted to my critical outreach by 

repeatedly harassing me and my family on their shows as well as on social 

media. They have on multiple occasions described my parents (by name) having 

sexual intercourse in the most pornographic ways. They have falsely accused me 
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on their shows of the most vile acts which include taking money from a kids cancer 
charity, seeking private adoption records of a child, suing to stop a child from 
having a wheelchair ramp.  They have also falsely described me having 
pornographic sex with women and men whom I have never met.  I can provide 
excerpts from their shows documenting all of these events. 
 
Furthermore, these employees actively promoted a harassment campaign by their 
listeners against the business and non‐profit board associations of me and my 
family.  This included several Barstool on‐air personalities tweeting my phone 
number and address on social media.   A Barstool employee/personality called a 
school head where I am on the board and told him that he would “destroy the 
school” if I was not removed as a trustee.  He also called to harass other business 
associates of mine.  This campaign resulted in documented death threats against 
me and my transgender son,  and many hundreds of calls and emails to me and my 
colleagues, friends and family.  I even received harassing packages such as feces 
and a pipe bomb (later I found out was filled with glitter).   
 
A non‐employee, but “show personality” who appears to be in frequent contact 
with a show host arrived at my house and trespassed, walking all around my house 
filming and looking in windows.  The video was then posted on social media.   The 
incident was also discussed on a Barstool program. 
 
Most recently, Dave Portnoy discussed me on his show and said “his time will 
come”.  His co‐host asks him “how will you take him out?”  He also falsely said I 
had restraining orders against me. 
 
Some time ago, when I asked for Barstool CEO Erika Nardini to stop this activity, 
she suggested they would stop the harassment if I stopped criticizing their 
content. 
 
All of the above can be fully documented and verified with audio files, links and 
screenshots. 
 
I would be happy to provide further detail and documentation of this ongoing 
intimidation and harassment. 
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Bob Murchison 
Sherborn, MA 

 
 
 
 
 
Dave Portnoy of Barstool Sports wages war on Insider over article about his sexual 
conduct ‐ The Washington Post 
 
https://www.thedailybeast.com/inside‐barstool‐sports‐culture‐of‐online‐hate‐they‐treat‐
sexual‐harassment‐and‐cyberbullying‐as‐a‐game. 
  
Barstool Sports’ new investor: No more harassment ‐ On top of Philly news (billypenn.com) 
  
Barstool Sports Settles With Labor Board Over Anti‐Union Tweets (bloomberglaw.com) 
  
Detroit area mom sues Barstool Sports for sharing video of her and son used without 
permission (fox2detroit.com) 
  
Barstool employee quits over Dave Portnoy's racism ‐ New York Daily News (nydailynews.com) 
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Testimony before the Mass Gaming Commission 

December 5, 2022 Public Hearing on 
Sports Wagering Category 1 Applications 

Jeffrey Johnson, Vice-Chair of the Select Board 
 

Good morning, members of the Massachusetts Gaming Commission, and thank you for the 
opportunity to speak this morning. My name is Jeff Johnson, and I am a resident of Plainville and 
serve as the Vice Chair of the Plainville Select Board. 

I want to congratulate and thank the Gaming Commission for moving forward with 
developing and implementing a Sports Wagering process for the Commonwealth. We look forward 
to this process bearing fruit early in the new year. In particular, here in Plainville, I will be grateful 
to know that the cars we see exiting the Commonwealth carrying our money to the sports wagering 
and table games just across the border from us will have some options to keep, spend, and enjoy 
our money in our state. 

On behalf of Plainville, I am here to recommend the application of our outstanding partner 
Plainville Gaming Redevelopment, doing business as Plainridge Park Casino. I believe the state 
will find no better partner for this initiative. Since their beginning, they have demonstrated their 
ability to quickly, safely, and effectively work with the community and the state on new regulations 
and new business opportunities and thrive in dynamic times. Beginning with the harness racing 
initiative in 1999, extending through the implementation of the first slots parlor in the 
Commonwealth, through the challenges of the pandemic, they have combined responsive 
implementation of regulations and requirements with responsible and successful operation. In 
particular, since the involvement of Penn National, now Penn Entertainment, in 2014, they have 
combined timely and effective response to the challenges and opportunities presented to their 
business and our community with an unwavering commitment to a long term plan of success and 
growth.  They managed every potential concern we had as a community throughout their operation 
smoothly and brought us a business partner of economic benefit without being impacted by some 
of the concerns our residents and our community had originally feared.   I believe that this record 
of success will continue with Sports Wagering. Working with a partner with the demonstrated 
capability to learn, adapt, and work cooperatively is invaluable to the Town and the 
Commonwealth. 

I have in the past and could again speak for a long time about the value Plainridge continues 
to place on their partnership with our communities and on what a good neighbor they are every 
day. Last week, our Food Bank was approached with a potential donation of 32 frozen turkeys 
after Thanksgiving – if we could find a place to store them. Plainridge immediately stepped up and 
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offered freezer space, and no one batted an eye when the truck pulled up and asked us if we could 
take 80 turkeys. Whether taking on 48 extra turkeys or securely and safely working with the new 
sports wagering processes, their responsiveness will never be called into question. 

Their success is not limited to just Plainville. Besides the jobs and direct economic benefits 
they provide to our neighboring communities and us, they are one of the three cornerstones of the 
tri-town “Destination Tourist Partnership” between Plainville, Foxboro, and Wrentham. This will 
only increase the value of this partnership. We believe growing and nurturing this partnership is a 
key to further economic growth for this corner of the Commonwealth. 

We will find no better partner for implementing this exciting new program. They have been 
a wonderful member of our community, a caring partner, and an effective economic engine for our 
area and their industry. I urge the commission to look favorably upon the application of Plainville 
Gaming Redevelopment, LLC.   

I would be happy to answer any questions the Commission may have. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Jeff Johnson 
Vice Chair, Plainville Select Board 
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