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2019 COMMUNITY MITIGATION FUND: SPECIFIC IMPACT GRANT 
APPLICATION CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, MA (RE: FOCUS SPRINGFIELD, INC.) 

REQUEST FOR WAIVERS 

Pursuant to M.G.L. c.23K §61 

Upon Written Petition, the Massachusetts Gaming Commission (“Commission”) may waive 
the following requirements of applicants for a Specific Impact Grant, upon a showing by the 
host community seeking the waiver that the granting of the waiver is consistent with the 
purposes of M.G.L. 23K; the granting of the waiver will not interfere with the ability of the 
Commission to fulfill its duties; granting the waiver will not adversely affect the public 
interest; and not granting the waiver would cause a substantial hardship to the community, 
governmental entity or person requesting the waiver.  

Wherefore the City of Springfield, Massachusetts requests the following: 

1. Request for Waiver of Eligible Specific Impact Grants Submitted from Springfield 

The City of Springfield requests a waiver of the limitation of a host community to be eligible for 
only one Specific Impact Grant for the reasons set forth:  

a) The City of Springfield has a Specific Impact Grant with the Police Department that was 
awarded last year and is applying for funds for the Police Department for 2019 

b) The City of Springfield is requesting a waiver on the limitation, because of the need for 
Focus Springfield to receive funding from the Mitigation Fund, to relocate their 
premises, which is directly impacted by the location, construction and presence of 
MGM; and 

c) Focus Springfield will be unable to relocate without additional funds from the Mitigation 
Fund.   

Therefore, the City of Springfield requests the Commission to waive the limitation on a host 
community’s eligibility for only one Specific Impact Grant, and allow Springfield to be awarded two 
Specific Impact Grants, specifically to the 2019 HCSD application and the 2019 Focus Springfield 
application.  
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2. Request for Waiver of Funding for Non-Governmental Entities 

The City of Springfield requests a waiver for the host community’s “dollar for dollar match 
requirement” for the reasons set forth below:  

a) The public access studio relocation costs are estimated at $1,155,925.00; 
b) After exhaustion of any other available funds there will be an estimated $555,925.00 budget 

shortfall; 
c) The City of Springfield is not in a financial position to contribute to the community public 

access studio relocation. 

Therefore, the City of Springfield requests the Commission to waive the “dollar for dollar match 
requirement” that would be imposed on them as a “host community”.   

3. Request for Waiver of Limitation of Specific Impact Grant Amount    

The City of Springfield requests a waiver for the limitation on the Specific Impact Grant 
Amount for the reasons set forth below:  

a) No application for the mitigation of a specific impact shall exceed $500,000.00, without a 
waiver request; 

b) The public access studio relocation costs are estimated at $1,155,925.00; 
c) After exhaustion of any other available funds there will be an estimated $555,925.00 budget 

shortfall; 
d) The City of Springfield is applying for this Specific Impact Grant, because they are unable to 

financially contribute to the studio relocation. 

Therefore, The City of Springfield is requesting the Commission to waive the limitation of a 
$500,000 mitigation grant, in order to allocate an amount up to $555,925.00 for the community 
public access studio relocation costs.  
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